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Not only as a conqueror, but also as a righteous ruler was Govindavarma spoken of in
the inscriptional records. He was a parama dh&rmika, highly righteous. He was at first a
Buddhist but was subsequently converted to Saivism, Yet he revered Buddhism- He donated
liberally to the Buddhist monks, the Brahmins and the needy. His chief queen, a daughter
of Prithvimuta, got a vlh&ra constructed for the Buddhist sangham at Indrapura and the king
was generous enough to gift two villages in favour of it.
Govindavarma I passed away in 462. He was succeeded by his son Madhavavarma II.
He enhanced the prestige of the Vishnukundis by obliterating the last vestiges of Salankayana
power and annexed VengL Then, he turned his attention to the south and occupied the area
south of the Krishna upto the Gundlakamrm In the north, he managed to conquer Pistapura
area and penetrated as far as Srikakulam, As a mark of his newly acquired sovereignty he
performed eleven A&wam&dhas.
Vikramendravarma I, who succeeded his father Madhavavarma II In 502, was not strong
enough to provide stability to the vast kingdom he inherited* A collateral branch of the dynasty
headed by Madhavavarma III asserted its independence In the Guntur region taking advantage
of the weakness of the central authority. In his charters, this collateral ruler was mentioned
as TrlkQta Malay&dhipatl (Lord of the Trikuta hill). He invaded even Vengi to occupy a big
slice of that region.
However, Indravarma II, who succeeded his weak father, Vikramendravarma I in 527,
proved to be a capable ruler by reasserting his authority In the Guntur region* The inscriptional
records credit him with repeated victories in innumerable battles, At first, he curbed his
rebellious feudatories, including the members of the Prithvimula family* His charters show that
ha had extended his dominion at least as far as Srikakulam. To add to this, the emergence
of this ruler coincided with the final disappearence of the Vakataka empire. This provided
him with an opportunity to move to the west and occupy Vldarbha, as clearly proved by the
discovery of his coins in that region. But in one of his repeated campaigns, Indravarma II
was defeated In a battle with the Maukhari ruler, Isanavarma. He passed away, probably
in another battle, in 556, With a view to avert a probable confusion, the ministerial council,
headed by Sri Mularaja, a scion of the Prithvimula family, enthroned the sixteen-year-old son of
the deceased ruler, Vikramendravarma II* In the 11th year of his reign, the young ruier faced
an Invasion by the Pallava ruler, Simhavarma, and repulsed It with the assistance rendered
by his feudatories* The Inscriptions! records are unanimous in portraying him as a virtuous
ruier and Uttam&fraya (a repository of all that Is good). Though a Saivite by conviction, he
patronised the Buddhist vih&ra at Indrapura- He died when he was only 30 years old.
As Vikramendravarma II died issueless, Madhavavarma IV, a prince of the collateral branch
of the Vlshnukundis, occupied the throne. He soon vanquished his rivals and the enemies of
the empire, He was competent enough to revive the glory of the Vlshnukundl empire. To
heighten the prestige of the family and the kingdom, he performed Mwam&dhas and other